
NCEA level 1
VISUAL ARTS (1.3)

Achievement Standard 91914 (V4)


5 Credits 


Explore Visual Arts processes to inform your own art making


Name: 	 	 	 	 	 	 Class: 	 	 	 	 Teacher:


Tō mahi Your job

You are going to create a portfolio of eight single-sided A3 pages that shows your exploration of art processes 
to develop artworks.


Your portfolio must include the following:


• A selection of visual arts processes and conventions


• Sustained application of the selected processes and conventions


• Manipulation of and experimentation with the selected processes and conventions


• Reflection on the use of the selected processes and conventions


Your portfolio will focus on exploration and skill development and will not include fully resolved artworks. 
However, you should still focus on showing development and refinement of processes and conventions, and 
critical reflection. 

Write the final due date for this task here: 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How you will be assessed


Glossary of assessment terms

Apply means you will use different processes and materials with purpose.


Developed means your work has changed as you have moved through the process of creating your portfolio.


Evaluate means you will make a judgement to determine the value of the processes and conventions you 
have applied, providing reasons for your judgement.


Explore means you will test different processes and conventions.


Intention refers to the ideas, narratives, or moods you want to convey within your work.


Iteration is a process whereby you repeat a processes or technique multiple times with small changes each 
time in order to improve the result.


Processes and conventions can include:


• drawing conventions such as sketches, mock-ups, and notations;


• technical conventions, which are characteristics and constraints of particular  
materials and media, processes, and procedures;


• pictorial and conceptual conventions such as compositional structures and stylistic qualities.


Refined means your work has improved as you have moved through the process of creating your portfolio.


Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Explore Visual Arts processes and 
conventions to inform own art making.

Apply Visual Arts processes and 
conventions to inform own art 
making.

Evaluate Visual Arts processes and 
conventions to inform own art 
making.

Indicators

You have experimented with the use 
of processes, materials, and techniques 
to respond to an art-making intention.

You have developed the use of a 
range of processes, materials, and 
techniques, to produce options for 
development.

You have refined the use of a range of 
processes, materials, and techniques 
through iteration.

You have made connections 
between experimental work to 
inform an art-making intention.

You have selected and reflected on 
experimental work to refine an art-
making intention.
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Choose an intention

Your portfolio will focus on one intention. This should be a specific idea, story, or mood that is of interest to you. 
You are not assessed on your choice of intention, but you are assessed on how well you select next steps and 
reflect on your work in order to more clearly communicate your intention.


Page 1 Photographic exploration

Once you have chosen your theme, you will use photography to explore a subject or subjects related to your 
theme. Take at least 25 photographs exploring your subject(s) from a range of viewpoints, and creating a variety 
of different compositions.


Add a contact sheet of all of your photographs to your portfolio and identify your best 4-6 photographs.


Print a larger version of these best photographs and add these to your portfolio.


Annotate your first page of your portfolio to identify processes and/or conventions that have worked well.


Page 2 Line studies

Based on your photography work, create 4-6 line drawings in two or more mediums. Focus on exploration of 
shape and line, and application of different mark-making techniques in each of your chosen mediums.


Mediums could include, but are not limited to, pencil, ballpoint pen, fine-liner pen, pastel, paint, and ink.


Once complete, annotate your line drawings to identify the processes and conventions you have explored.


Page 3 Collaged colour and compositional studies

Based on your photography and line work, create 4-6 studies by collaging coloured paper. Aim to explore a 
variety of different paper hues, tones, and textures and to experiment with different shapes and compositions in 
each of your studies.


Once complete, annotate your studies to identify the processes and conventions you have explored.


Page 4 Painted colour studies

Developing your work on the first three pages of your portfolio, create four painted colour studies. Choose one 
paint types for these studies. Your teacher will guide you with choosing a paint medium based on your skills, 

Learning Activity

1. As a class, brainstorm a variety of different intentions on the whiteboard or a large sheet of paper.


2. Choose an intention from the brainstorm and individually explore possibilities. This could include 
making a mood board of photos, artworks, mediums, colours, techniques, words, and any other 
inspiration that could be used to inspire your work to communicate this intention.

Checkpoint

You have completed your first page of your portfolio with a contact sheet from a photoshoot, four 
selected photos, and annotations.
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experience, and the mediums available. Common mediums include acrylic, watercolour, water-based oil, and 
gouache.


Focus on your skill development and painting techniques in your chosen paint type.


Once complete, annotate your studies to explain how you developed skills and explored new techniques.


Page 5 Artist model annotations

Choose one of the following artists:


• Nicky Foreman (NZ)


• Jeffrey Harris (NZ)


• David Salle (US)


• An artist specified by your teacher


Choose two works by the artist that interest you, print a copy of these and make annotations about the way the 
artist has used visual arts processes and conventions in the work. In particular, note any materials or techniques 
that you could experiment with in your own work.


Page 6 Artist model emulation

Focusing on your own theme and the ideas generated on the first four pages of your portfolio, create one A5 
mixed-media study that emulates some of the processes and conventions of your chosen artist model. The 
focus of this study is to extend your exploration of your theme in new directions based on processes and 
conventions of the artist you studied, not to reproduce (copy) the work of the artist model.


It is likely, but not essential, that this will be a mixed-media work.


Once complete, critically evaluate how well you were able to emulate the processes and conventions of your 
selected artist model and identify what you might take forward from this work into future studies.


Page 7 New form or medium

Generate two small studies in a new art form or medium of your choice. Seek advice from your teacher about 
the options that are available to you. For example, you may explore linoprinting, digital photography by 
experimenting with photoshop or other image-editing software, or creating a three-dimensional sculpture using 
clay (sculptural work will need to be photographed for inclusion in your portfolio).


Focus on developing your theme in a new direction, and exploring new processes and conventions in the form 
and medium of your choice.


Checkpoint

You have completed your second portfolio page, including 4-6 line drawings focused on mark-making 
techniques in two mediums.


You have completed your third portfolio page, including 4-6 collage studies focused on exploration of 
colour, shape, and composition.


You have completed your fourth portfolio page, including four painted colour studies focused on skill 
development and painting techniques.


Your first four pages include annotations that identify your application of visual arts processes 
conventions and your skill development.
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Once complete, critically evaluate the processes and conventions you explored in this new medium and what 
you might take forward from this work into future studies.


Page 8 Combining processes and conventions

Create one or two mixed-media studies focusing on combining the most successful aspects of your work so far. 
Think critically about what aspects of your previous work you will combine in order to clearly communicate the 
intention you have explored.


These will be the final works in this portfolio so should demonstrate refinement of the processes and 
conventions you have explored, but should not be viewed as final, resolved works.


Your mixed-media studies may recycle and regenerate ideas from your previous work. For example, a student 
who created a clay sculpture and photographed and annotated this for page seven of their portfolio may now 
choose to paint the sculpture to incorporate processes and conventions explored in the earlier stages of their 
work.


If your mixed-media studies are three dimensional, photograph the finished work to include it in your portfolio.


Once complete, annotate your work to critically evaluate:


• How well you have developed and refined processes and conventions


• How well your work communicates your intention


• Your skill development


• Possible future directions if you were to continue with this work.


Checkpoint

You have completed the fifth page of your portfolio, annotating the application of processes and 
conventions in two works from your selected artist model.


You have completed the sixth page of your portfolio, emulating the work of your selected artist model 
and evaluating your use of processes and conventions.


You have completed the seventh page of your portfolio, exploring and evaluating your use of 
processes and conventions.

Submit your work

Before submitting your work:


1. Check the instructions for each page of your portfolio to ensure you have completed all of the required 
tasks.


2. Read over the assessment rubric (on page two) carefully and ensure that you have addressed each of 
the indicators for the level at which you are hoping to achieve. If you are unsure about the requirements 
of the rubric, have a discussion with your teacher about how your work demonstrates the indicators.


Ensure your portfolio is named, and hand it in to your teacher before the due date.
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