
NCEA Level 2
VISUAL ARTS (2.2) 
PAINTING

Achievement Standard 91311 (V2)


4 Credits 


Use drawing methods to apply knowledge of conventions appropriate to painting


Name: 	 	 	 	 	 	 Class: 	 	 	 	 Teacher:


Tō mahi Your job

You are going to create a portfolio of eight single-sided A3 pages that shows application and critical selection of 
painting conventions.


Your portfolio must include the following:


• A variety of different processes and procedures.


• Use of different materials and techniques.


• A variety of painting conventions informed by your study of artist models.


When working through each part of your portfolio, keep in mind the purpose of each painting convention that 
you are exploring. In other words: what is it that you are aiming to achieve? This is important because you will 
be asked to write a reflection about how you critically selected conventions to achieve a specific purpose at the 
end of the portfolio. 

Write the final due date for this task here: 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How you will be assessed


Glossary of assessment terms

Apply means you will use different processes and materials with purpose.


Conventions are the characteristics and constraints that are linked to established art practice.


Drawing may include drawing notes, sketches, monochromatic and colour studies, collage and painting. 


Drawing methods refers to the use of media, techniques and processes to arrange elements (eg line, shape, 
space, colour, tone, point, texture, form, mass) and principles (eg balance, harmony, rhythm, tension, contrast) 
to inform artwork.


Processes refers to the management of materials and techniques specific to particular media. For example, 
processes for using acrylic paint include blending, glazing, scumbling, and dry brushing. 

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Use drawing methods to apply 
knowledge of conventions appropriate 
to painting.

Use drawing methods to apply 
specific knowledge of conventions 
appropriate to painting.

Use drawing methods to apply in-
depth knowledge of conventions 
appropriate to painting.

Indicators

You have used processes, procedures, 
materials, techniques and pictorial 
conventions when making artworks.

You have selected and used 
particular processes, procedures, 
materials, techniques and pictorial 
conventions according to an 
intended purpose when making 
artworks.

You have critically selected and used 
particular processes, procedures, 
materials, techniques and pictorial 
conventions according to an intended 
purpose when making artworks.
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Choose a topic

Decide on a topic that you will explore for this achievement standard. It is recommended that you remain 
focused on one topic, or related topics, throughout all of your practical work this year. Discuss your topic with 
your teacher.


Page 1-3 Artist model annotations

Choose three artists whose work will inform your drawing and create a page in your portfolio for each. Then, for 
each artist, gather two to three works that interest you. Print these and paste them on the first page of your 
portfolio.


Annotate each of your chosen artist models’ works to identify drawing conventions that you may wish to 
explore in your own work.


Homework

Once you’ve decided on your topic, take a range of photographs and/or gather objects related to your 
topic and bring them to class. Your work will be based on these photographs and/or observation of 
your chosen objects.

Learning Activity

In small groups, discuss the artworks you have chosen. 


1. What drew you to these artists and artworks?


2. What technical conventions (such as specific processes, procedures, or materials) can you observe in the 
artworks?


3. What pictorial and compositional conventions (such as the rule of thirds, gridlines, or colour palettes) 
can you see?


4. What conceptual conventions (messages, symbols, meanings, and ideas) are expressed in the artworks?

Word Bank

The following is a list of some conventions you might notice in the artists’ work. This is not a complete list 
of every convention, only some ideas to get you started.

Technical 
Conventions


• Underpainting


• Creating different surface 
textures (e.g. translucency)


• Neutralising colours


• Scumbling

Pictorial & Compositional 
Conventions


• Lighting direction


• The rule of thirds


• Use of line


• Framing


• Symmetry or asymmetry

Thematic/Conceptual 
Conventions


• Symbolism


• Message


• Meaning

Educational Resources for Arts Teachers

by George Arthur | georgearthur.co.nz/resources

http://georgearthur.co.nz/resources


NCEA Level 2 Visual Arts AS91311 Page 4

Page 4-5 Tonal drawings

Create four A5 tonal drawings based on the photographs/objects you gathered.


Create one tonal drawing using each of the following mediums:


• Pencil


• Ink pen


• Ink wash & black pen


• Acrylic dilution


In your tonal drawings, focus on exploring both different surface qualities as well as two or more conventions 
identified in your annotations of your artist models’ works.


In your portfolio, underneath each of your tonal drawings, make annotations to describe what you were 
exploring.


Page 6 Colour study

Create two A5, painted colour studies based on the photographs/objects you gathered.


For each study, explore at least two conventions identified in your artist models’ work.


Page 7-8 Final work

Create one A4 painting that demonstrates your learning about painting conventions and skill development.


Once complete, write a reflection explaining how you critically selected conventions in your final work. Critical 
selection of conventions involves using what has worked well in your earlier studies, and leaving out or 
improving on what has not worked so well. Explain how using conventions in this way helped to achieve a 
specific purpose in your final work.


Checkpoint

You have annotated two or more artworks from each of three different artist models in your portfolio.

Checkpoint

You have created four A5 tonal drawings and have annotated how you have explored painting 
conventions in each.


You have created two A5 painted colour studies and annotated how you have explored painting 
conventions in each.
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Submit your work

Before submitting your work:


1. 	Check the instructions for each page of your por6olio to ensure you have completed all of the required 
tasks. 


2. 	Read over the assessment rubric (on page two) carefully and ensure that you have addressed each of 
the indicators for the level at which you are hoping to achieve. If you are unsure about the requirements 
of the rubric, have a discussion with your teacher about how your work demonstrates the indicators. 


Ensure your portfolio is named, and hand it in to your teacher before the due date.
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